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                                                        Why Physics and Astronomy? Interested in black holes, physics of living cells, cosmology, quarks, gluons, exoplanets, worm holes, gravitational waves, nanoscience, or lasers? The Department of Physics and Astronomy at Vanderbilt University combines the friendly and supportive atmosphere of an intimate college with the excitement and challenge of a leading research university. The undergraduate program consists of a focused physics education combined with a wealth of skills from the humanities and social sciences. The bachelor’s degree prepares a student for a career in the private sector or for continuing one’s education in physics, astronomy, engineering, law, medicine, and many other fields.



                        
                         
                
            

        


    





        
        
            
                 Plan Your

                
                

                  major
                
                


            
        

    

        
        
            
                 Plan Your Ph.D

                
                

                  physics
                
                


            
        

    

        
        
            
                 Plan Your Ph.D.

                
                

                  astrophysics
                
                


            
        

    

    





    
    
        
                             Spotlight 

                                    
            
                
                    
                            
                        
                    
                        Stephen Taylor got a new NSF grant to build the most sophisticated Galaxy catalog ever for multimessenger host follow-up of supermassive black hole binaries found by NANOGrav.
                                                        
                            
                                                                                            


                        

                    

                


            
                
                    
                            
                        
                    
                        Prof. Raghav Kunnawalkam Elayavalli ran a pilot program for a science outreach during the summer of 2023 with 26 metro Nashville high school students
                                                        
                            
                                                                                            


                        

                    

                


            
                
                    
                                                            
                            
                        
                    
                        Multi-Messenger Astronomy program led by Prof. Kelly Holley-Bockelmann awarded a $1.6M NSF grant
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              117 

            the atomic number for tennessine, discovered in part by department professors

        

                
              1,000+ 

            students attend physics classes each semester

        

                
              $6M 

            annually in external funding

        

        
    









	
    
        
            

				                    Your Vanderbilt

                    	Alumni
	Current Students
	Faculty & Staff
	International Students
	Media
	Parents & Family
	Prospective Students
	Researchers
	Sports Fans
	Visitors & Neighbors


				
            
            
                
						                             
						


            
            

				                    Quick Links

                    	PeopleFinder
	Libraries
	News
	Calendar
	Maps
	A-Z


				
            
        

    



    
        

            
                    ©
                     Vanderbilt University · All rights reserved. Site Development: Digital Strategies (Division of Communications)
                    
Vanderbilt University is committed to the principle of equal opportunity. Vanderbilt University does not discriminate against individuals on the basis of their race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, color, national or ethnic origin, age, disability, military service, or genetic information in its administration of educational policies, programs, or activities; admissions policies; scholarship and loan programs; athletic or other University-administered programs; or employment.

Accessibility information. 
Vanderbilt®, Vanderbilt University® and the Vanderbilt logos are trademarks of The Vanderbilt University.
            

        

    











