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 EDUCATION 
  

Franklin and Marshall College B.A.  1980 
  Princeton University   M.A.  1982 
  Princeton University   Ph.D  1986 
 
 ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
  

Distinguished Professor of Political Science, 2023- 
Gertrude Conaway Vanderbilt Chair, 2023- 
Ginny and Conner Searcy Dean, College of Arts and Science, 2019-2023 
Gertrude Conaway Vanderbilt Professor of Political Science, 2011-2019 
Distinguished Professor of Political Science, 2007-2011 
Fellow at the Shorenstein Center at Harvard University, Fall 2009 

 Editor, The Journal of Politics, January 1st, 2005 to December 31th, 2008 
 Visiting Scholar, Center for the Study of Democratic Politics, Woodrow 

Wilson School, Princeton University, 2002-03 
Professor of Leadership, Policy, and Organization, Peabody College 

Vanderbilt University, 2002-2020 
Professor of Political Science, Vanderbilt University, 1996-2007 
Associate Professor of Political Science, Vanderbilt University, 1995-96 
Associate Professor of Political Science, Arizona State University, 1991-95 
Assistant Professor of Political Science, Arizona State University, 1986-91 
Lecturer in Department of Politics, Princeton University, 1984-86 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 
 

Senior Advisor to the Chancellor, 2023- 
• Spearheading new free expression initiative, Dialogue Vanderbilt 
• Leading Project on Unity and American Democracy 
• Building ties to Nashville community and beyond, leveraging Vanderbilt polling data and 

other relevant evidence 
• Working with Chancellor and Vice Chancellors on various strategic initiatives 
• Assisting with key university fundraising priorities 

 
Dean, College of Arts and Science, 2018-2023 

• Launched (January 2022), Developed (2022-23), and passed new undergraduate 



curriculum (May 2023) 
• Moved College from perennial budget deficits to annual surpluses 
• Developed and implemented new strategic plan for the College designed to build more 
areas of excellence while fostering important culture change 
• Launched Grand Challenge Initiative to foster more collaboration and attention to 
pressing problems facing society (e.g. climate, race, citizenship, AI, cities) 
• Started new centers to support teaching and research (e.g. LGBTQ Policy Lab, Rogers 
Center for the Presidency, Unity Project, VandyGRAF) 
• Revamped STEM education through reforming Math education and boosting support for 
key introductory courses in the sciences 
• Advanced EDI efforts in College through new program (CLACX) supporting Latino 
students, VU-Fisk Bridge Program, LGBTQ Policy Lab, etc 
• Increased diversity of the faculty, with around 75% of new tenure track hires advancing 
inclusion on some important dimension (e.g. gender, race, ethnicity, LGBTQ)  
• Worked to support and advance Immersion Vanderbilt 
• Started new majors in Climate Studies and Asian American Studies 
• Reimagined language training at the undergraduate level 
• Launched new post doc program to support teaching and research in the humanities 
• Revamped graduate education to build areas of excellence  
• Increased external grant funding by nearly 40% over 5 years 
• Reorganized Dean’s office to be more collaborative so as to better support mission of 
the College 
• Developed new branding for the College to ensure the vibrancy of the “liberal arts” 
• Began $150M of renovations for key academic buildings to develop better research, 
teaching, and collaborative space, including a $60M renovation and expansion of Garland 
Hall in the heart of campus 
• Increased philanthropy for the College by 25%, securing, for example, 27 new Dean’s 
Faculty Fellows (1M each) to support junior faculty 
• Revamped staffing models for departments to ensure more support and greater chance 
for career development and advancement for the staff 

  
Vice Provost for Academic and Strategic Affairs, 2014-2018 

• Oversaw the University’s Promotion and Tenure Review Committee (PTRC) 
• Developed and Launched Vanderbilt’s new 5 year, $50 million strategic, inter-

disciplinary initiative on discovery and learning: Trans-Institutional Programs (TIPs) 
• Co-Chaired the TIPs Council, committee responsible for allocating these investments 
• Launched and oversaw a new strategic initiative for undergraduates, Immersion 

Vanderbilt (Fall 2018 start date) that fosters and nurtures students’ passions and 
interests through experiential learning 

• Launched and oversaw a new innovation center that opened in Fall 2016, which rests on 
a liberal arts approach to forging innovation and creativity among students and faculty 

• Oversaw and revamped the undergraduate Career Center from 2014 to 2017 
• Developed and Launched new strategic initiative (Fall 2015) fostering novel inter-

disciplinary teaching: University Courses and Multi-Cultural University Courses  
• Instituted new incentives and procedures in 2015-16 and 2016-17 to enable the hiring of 

more diverse faculty across the university 



• Recommend allocation of faculty lines and assisted Deans in hiring and retention of 
faculty 

• Oversaw faculty development across the university, including the launch of Provost 
Research Studios 

• Oversaw the selection of Chancellor’s Faculty Fellows, a new program to support 
outstanding new associate professors so as to ensure their continued growth as scholars 
and teachers. 

• Responsible for approving all Non-Tenure Track faculty hiring in university  
• Worked closely with deans of education, A&S, business, law, divinity, music, basic sciences, 

nursing, engineering to advance research, teaching, and service 
• Co-Chaired search committee in 2016-17 for new Vice Provost for Equity, Diversity, and 

Inclusion 
• Worked with “Land Use” committee that is developing a campus-wide plan for new 

buildings on the heels of the recent Academic Strategic Plan   
• Chaired search committee for new Dean of College of Arts and Science, 2014-15 

 
Interim Dean of the Graduate School, January 1 to December 31, 2015 

• Revamped graduate funding of “top off” awards to augment stipends 
• Revamped staff support within the college 
• Oversaw transition to new space for the Graduate School in Alumni Hall 
• Sought to decentralize graduate training, planning, and funding to the local PhD programs 
 

 Co-Chair, Executive Committee for 2013-14 VU Strategic Planning Process 
• Co-led yearlong, university wide academic strategic plan.  The result was the new Academic 

Strategic Plan (see link below) launched by the Chancellor in August 2014 (and still in place 
today) 

• This was a grassroots undertaking, involving well over 1000 members of the Vanderbilt 
community, including faculty, staff, students, administrators, members of the Board of 
Trust, and Alumni. 

• http://www.vanderbilt.edu/strategicplan/Academic-Strategic-Plan-for-Vanderbilt-
University.pdf 

 
Chair, Department of Political Science, 2010-2014 

• Built top 15 department in field of American politics through hiring 12 new tenure track and 
tenured faculty, including a member of the National Academy of Sciences 

  
Co-Director, The Vanderbilt Poll, 2011- 

• Founded bi-annual statewide survey to assist citizens, policy makers and elected officials 
understand the thinking of Tennesseans 

• Also began annual survey of Nashville in 2015, with same objectives as statewide poll 
  

Co-Director, Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions at Vanderbilt 
University, 2009-2014 

• Co-founded new interdisciplinary center dedicated to support teaching and research in the 

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/strategicplan/Academic-Strategic-Plan-for-Vanderbilt-University.pdf
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/strategicplan/Academic-Strategic-Plan-for-Vanderbilt-University.pdf


study of democratic politics  
 
Interim Chair, Department of Political Science, 2008-09 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

Books: 
Gateways to Democracy. 2023. Cengage Learning (with Richard Herrera, 

Wendy Schiller, and Jeff Segal), 5th edition (1st edition 2011). 
 
In Defense of Negativity: Attack Advertising in Presidential Campaigns. 

2006. University of Chicago Press.   
 
Public Opinion and Polling Around the World. Edited Volume. 2004.   

ABC-CLIO Publishers.  
 
Politicians and Party Politics. Edited Volume. 1998. Johns Hopkins 

University Press.  
  

From Tea Leaves to Opinion Polls: Politicians, Information and Leadership. 
1996.  Columbia University Press.  

 
Nominating Presidents: An Evaluation of Voters and Primaries. 1989. 

Greenwood Press.  
 

 Guest Editor of Special Issue of Journal: 
 

Political Behavior, June, September, and December 2002, 24: 85-377. 
 

Articles and Book Chapters: 
 
“Rethinking the Concept of Negativity.” 2017. Political Research 

Quarterly. 70: 577-589, with Keena Lipsitz. 
 
"Courting the Women's Vote: The Emotional, Cognitive, and 

Persuasive Effects of Gender-Based Appeals in Campaign 
Advertisements.” 2017.  Political Behavior.  39(1): 51-75, with 
Cindy Kam and Allison Archer. 

 
“Representation.” 2016. Oxford Handbook of American Political 

Development, with Larry Bartels and Joshua Clinton. 



  
“Negativity, Information, and Candidate Position-Taking,” 2014. Political 

Communication, with Lynn Vavreck. 
 
“The News Media and the Rise of Negativity in Presidential Campaigns.” 
 2012.  PS: Political Science, 45: 422-427.  (a longer version appears in 

Can We Talk? (2012), edited by Dan Shea and Morris Fiorina.  New 
York: Pearson).   
 

“Two Steps Forward, One Step Back?” 2011. Electoral Studies, 30: 607-
620, with Brett Benson and Jennifer Merolla. 

 
“Polarization and Party Responsibility.” 2008. Pietro Nivola and David 

Brady (ed) Red and Blue Nation.  Washington DC: Brookings.  (with 
Deborah Brooks).  

 
“Beyond Negativity: The Effects of Incivility on the Electorate.”  2007.  

American Journal of Political Science, 51(1): 1-16, with Deborah 
Brooks.  

 
“Filling in the Blanks.” 2006.  British Journal of Political Science, 35 

(2): 269-290, with Richard Lau. 
 
“Experimenting with the Balancing Hypothesis.” 2004.  Political 
 Psychology, 26 (1): 49-64, with four graduate student co-authors.  
 
“Remembering Attack Ads: An Experimental Investigation of Radio.”  

2003.  Political Behavior 25(1): 69-95, with James H. Geer. 
 
“Declining Uncertainty: Presidents, Polls, and Public Opinion.” 2003.  

Barry Burden (ed) Uncertainty in American Politics. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, with Prateek Goorha. 

 
“Parties and Partisanship: A Brief Introduction.”  2002. Political 

Behavior, 24 (2): 85-91.   
 
“Assessing Attack Advertising: A Silver Lining.”  2000. Campaign 

Reform: Insights and Evidence, Larry Bartels and Lynn Vavreck 
(eds), University of Michigan Press.  

 



“A Spot Check: Casting Doubt on the Demobilization Hypothesis.” 
1998.  American Journal of Political Science, 43 (4):573-595. 
(with Steve Finkel). 

 
“Campaigns, Party Competition, and Political Advertising.” 1998. 

 Politicians and Party Politics, John G. Geer (ed), Johns Hopkins 
University Press, pp. 186-217. 

 
“Apathy, Democracy, and Electoral Participation: The Case for 

Compulsory Registration.” 1998. Journal of Social Philosophy 
29:103-116  (with Richard Dagger). 

 
“Creating Impressions: An Experimental Investigation on Political 

Advertising on Television.” 1994.  Political Behavior 16(1):93-116. 
(with Kim F. Kahn). 

 
“Grabbing Attention: An Experimental Investigation on the Effects of 

Headlines during Campaigns.” 1993. Political Communication 
10(2):175-191 (with Kim F. Kahn). 

 
“Party Competition and the Prisoner's Dilemma: An Argument for the 

Direct Primary.” 1992. Journal of Politics 54(3):741-761 (with Mark 
Shere). 

 
“New Deal Issues and the American Electorate, 1952-1988.” 1992.  

Political Behavior 14(1):45-65. 
 

“Critical Realignments and the Public Opinion Poll.” 1991.  Journal of 
Politics 53(2):434-453. 

 
“Do Open-Ended Questions Measure 'Salient' Issues?” 1991.  Public 

Opinion Quarterly 55(3):358-368. 
 

“The Electorate's Partisan Evaluations: Evidence of a Continuing 
Democratic Edge.” 1991. Public Opinion Quarterly 55(2):218-231. 

 
“Assessing the Representativeness of Electorates in Presidential Primaries.” 

1988. American Journal of Political Science 32(4):929-945. (Reprinted 
in American Political Parties, Eric Uslaner (ed), Peacock, 1993.) 

 



“The Effects of Presidential Debates on the Electorate's Preferences for 
Candidates.” 1988.  American Politics Quarterly  16(4):486-501. 

 
“What Do Open-Ended Questions Measure?” 1988. Public Opinion 

Quarterly  52(3):365-371. 
 

“Rules Governing Presidential Primaries.” 1986. Journal of Politics  
48(4):1006-1025. 

 
 “Voting and the Social Environment.” 1985.  American Politics Quarterly 

13(1):3-27. 
 

CONVENTION PAPERS* 
 

“Perceptions and Misperceptions of Negativity by Citizens and 
Experts,” a paper to be delivered at the 2013 MWPSA in Chicago 
(April 2013), with Keena Lipstiz.  

 
“Re-conceptualizing Negativity,” a paper delivered at the 2012 MWPSA 

in Chicago (April 2012), with Keena Lipstiz.  
 

“The News Media and Negativity,” paper delivered at the 2009 APSA 
meetings in Toronto, with Rick Lau and Lynn Vavreck. 

 
“Keeping the Faith,” paper delivered at the 2008 APSA meetings in 

Boston, with Jennifer Merolla and Brett Benson. 
 
“Information and Advertising,” paper delivered at the 2008 MPSA 

meetings in Chicago, with Lynn Vavreck. 
 
“Presidential Nominations and Political Advertising,” paper delivered at 

the 2007 SPSA meetings in New Orleans, with Chris S. Randolph 
(undergraduate student). 

 
“Incivility, Negativity, and Campaigns,” paper delivered at the 2005 APSA 

in Washington, DC, with Deborah Brooks. 
 
“The Rise of Negativity in Presidential Campaigns: Causes and 

Consequences,” paper delivered at the 2004 APSA in Chicago. 
 



“Assessing Negativity in Presidential Campaigns,” Paper delivered at 
          2003 APSA in Philadelphia. 
 
“Presidential Campaigns and Governing.” Paper delivered at the 2002 

American Political Science Association Meetings in Boston. 
 

 “Experimenting with the Balancing Hypothesis.”  Paper delivered at the 
  2001 Western Political Science Association Meeting, Las Vegas. 

 
“Nominations, Advertising, and Campaigns.”  Paper delivered at the 

Dartmouth Conference on Presidential Nominations, July 15-17th  
1999, Hanover, NH.  
 

“Modeling the Effects of Presidential Campaigns.”  Paper delivered at the 
MWPSA in Chicago, IL, April 23rd, 1999 (with Richard Lau).  

 
“Presidential Promises and Performance: A New Look.” Paper delivered 

at the Southwest Political Science Association in San Antonio, TX, 
April 1, 1999 (with Ashley Arrington).   

 
“A New Way to Model Campaign Effects.”  Paper delivered at the 

APSA in Boston, MA, 1998 (with Richard Lau). 
 

“What this Country Needs are Short, Negative Ads.”  Paper delivered 
at the meeting for the Task Force on Campaign Reform in 
Princeton, NJ, 1998.   

 
*From 1984 to 1997, I delivered 18 conference papers at the APSA or one 

of the major regional conferences.  All papers, except for one, have 
been published.  To save space and avoid repetition, I have deleted 
them from my vitae.    

 
DATA COLLECTIONS 

 
“Spot Check,” Vanderbilt and UCLA Project in partnership with LA 

Times, launched in April, 2016, with Lynn Vavreck (UCLA) 
 https://vanderbilt.edu/spotcheck/ 
 
Vanderbilt/YouGov Ad Rating Project, 2012 
 https://my.vanderbilt.edu/vanderbiltyougovadratingproject/ 

https://vanderbilt.edu/spotcheck/
https://my.vanderbilt.edu/vanderbiltyougovadratingproject/


 
“News Media and Negativity,” A national sample using an experimental 

design funded by Vanderbilt University. 
 

“Bias against Mormons.”  Three national surveys using experimental 
designs funded by Vanderbilt University. 

 
“Civility, Democracy, and the American Public.”  These data were 

collected through Knowledge Networks with the support of TESS.  
This is a collaborative dataset with Deborah Brooks. 

 
“Content Analysis of Presidential Television Ads, 1960 to 2000.”   The data 

from 1960 to 1996 are publicly available through my website and 
data from 2000 are available upon request. 

 
“Content Analysis of Presidential Nomination Ads, 1980-2000.”  These 

data match the general ads noted above and provide the opportunity 
to study what candidates say in their quest for the nomination. 

          
 OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 
“How politically divided is the U.S.?  It’s complicated but quantifiable,” 
 Op-ed in Washington Post, June 7, 2022, with Mary Catherine 

Sullivan 
 
A series of Op-eds tied to the Vanderbilt Poll about Tennessee politics 

appearing in The Tennessean from 2011 to 2017 
  
“Ending Negativity about Negative Ads,” op-ed in Politico, September 

28th, 2012, with Fred Davis. 
 
“Democratizing the political ad watch.” Op-ed in Politico, August 17, 

2012, with Douglas Rivers.  

“Fixing Congress” Symposium in Boston Review, May/June 2011. 



“Those Negative Ads Are a Positive Thing,” op-ed in The Washington Post, 
October 12th, 2008, B01. 

“Negative ads aren't all bad,” op-ed in The Politico, September 30, 2008. 

“In politics, negativity can be positive,” op-ed in LA Times, March 17th, 
2008, with Ken Goldstein. 

 
“Nasty, brutish and short,” op-ed in LA Times, April 23, 2006. 

 
 “Tennessee Law Denies Governor the Power to Lead” an editorial in the 
  Tennessean, July 9, 2002. 

 
“Can’t Candidates Get Along? Luckily, No” an editorial in  

USAToday, March 12, 2000. 
 

“Clinton Should Thank Polls” an editorial by a variety of newspapers, 
including The San Jose Mercury Times and The Cincinnati 
Inquirer, February 1999. 
 

Campaign Reform: Insights and Evidence.  1998.   Report of the 
Task Force on Campaign Reform funded by the Pew Charitable 
Trusts.   I was one of 14 scholars who wrote this report. 

 
“Polls and Politicians” an editorial published by The Cincinnati   

  Inquirer, The San Diego Union-Tribune, The Arizona Daily Star, 
Buffalo News, Austin American-Statesman, Los Angeles Daily  

  News, and St Petersburg Times during September 1996. 
 

“William Jennings Bryan on the Yellow Brick Road.” 1993. Journal of 
American Culture  16(4):59-63 (with Thomas R. Rochon). 

 
Book review of Martin P. Wattenberg's The Rise of Candidate Centered 

Politics. 1992. Public Opinion Quarterly 56(3):383-4. 
 

“In Primaries, Power to the People” Editorial for Chicago Tribune, 
February 7th, 1992, p.15. 

  
CONFERENCES ORGANIZED 

 



“Party Politics,” October 1995, conference organized to honor the 
retirement of Stanley Kelley, Jr.   It was held at Princeton 
University 

 
“Parties and Partisanship,” October 2001, conference organized with 

Brad Palmquist.  It was held at Vanderbilt University. 
 
“Unconventional Wisdom,” April 2008, Vanderbilt University 
 
“Political Representation: Fifty Years after Miller-Stokes,” March 2013, 

Vanderbilt University (with Larry Bartels and Joshua Clinton) 
  

TEACHING INTERESTS 
 

Undergraduate: Introduction to American Government, Public Opinion, 
Campaigns and Elections, Presidency, Political Leadership, 
Introduction to Quantitative Analysis, Research Design, Genetics 
and Politics (inter-disciplinary course).  

 
Graduate: American Politics, Political Behavior, Party Politics, Political 

Leadership, Public Opinion, Introduction to Quantitative Analysis, 
and Research Design.  

 
HONORS, AWARDS, LECTURES, AND GRANTS 

  

Vanderbilt Alumni Education Award, 2014 
 
The 2009 Ellen Gregg Ingalls Award for Excellence in Classroom 

Teaching 
  

Goldsmith Book Award, The Joan Shorenstein Center on the Press, 
Politics and Public Policy at Harvard University, 2008 

  
Jeffrey Nordhaus Award for Excellent in Undergraduate Teaching in 

the College of Arts and Science, September 2005 
 

Robert Birby Award for excellence in undergraduate teaching in 
Department of Political Science, May 2004. 

 
Delivered Invited Annual Lectures at Leadership Tennessee, August 



2013-22 
 

Delivered the invited Andrews Lecture at Dickinson College, October 
2015 

 
Delivered Invited Lecture/Panel Discussion at MTSU’s Albert Gore 

Center, October 2012 
 

Delivered the Honor’s Program Lecture at UT-Martin, September 2012 
 

Delivered the Russell Lecture at Presbyterian College, November 2011 
 

Delivered the Gilbert Lecture at Swarthmore College, October 2011 
 
 Invited Lecture at Princeton University, April 2013 
 

Invited lecture at William and Mary College, November 2012. 
 
Invited Lecture at American Statistical Association, May 2012. 

 
 Invited Lecture, University of Pennsylvania, November 2011 
 
 Invited Lecture, Texas Tech University, March 2011 
  

Invited Lecture, Arizona State University, March 2011 
 

Invited Lecture, Florida State University, November 2010 
 
 Invited Lecture, University of Georgia, November 2010 
 
 Invited Lecture, University of Texas, San Antonio, October 2010 
 
 Invited Lecture, SMU, November 2009 
 
 Invited Lecture, Rutgers University, November 2009 
 
 Invited Lecture, Goteborg University, Sweden, May 2009 
 
 Invited Lecture, Emory University, April 2009 
 



 Invited lecture, University of Chicago, March 2009 
 
 Invited Lecture, BYU, March 2009 
 
 Invited Lecture, Ithaca College, October 2008 
 
 Invited Lecture, Truman Presidential Library, October 2008 
  

Invited Lecture, Harvard University, March 2008 
 
 Invited Lecture, Washington University, February 2008 
 
 Invited Lecture, Franklin and Marshall College, February 2008 
  
 Invited Lecture, University of Kentucky, November 2007 
 
 Invited Lecture, University of Minnesota, November 2007 
 
 Invited Lecture, University of Illinois, October 2007 
 
 Invited Lecture, Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas, Mexico 

City, May 2007 
 
 Invited Lecture, Arizona State University, March 2007 
 
 Invited Lecture, Bulen Symposium on American Politics, December 2006, 

Indianapolis, IN 
 
 Invited Lecture, CATO Institute, September 2006 
 
 Invited Presentation to APSA Short Course on History and  

Public Opinion, Philadelphia, September 2006 
 
 Invited Lecture, SMU, October 2005 
 
 Invited Lecture, Michigan State University, November 2004 
 
 Invited Lecture, University of Notre Dame, October 2004 
 
 Invited Lecture, Rhodes College, October 2004 



 
 Invited Lecture, University of Minnesota, January 2004 
 

Invited Lecture, UCLA, October 2003 
 
 Invited Lecture, Walt Whitman Center for Democracy, April 2003 
  
 Invited Lecture, William and Mary College, March 2003 
 
 Invited Lecture, Columbia University, January 2003 
 
 Invited Lecture, Woodrow Wilson School, March 2002 
 

Invited Lecture, Princeton University, April 2001 
 
Invited Lecture, George Washington University, March 2001 
 
The “Last Lecture Award” at Vanderbilt University. 

This award is made by undergraduates when they vote on who they 
want in the University to give the “last lecture” they would ever hear 
at Vanderbilt.   It was delivered in December 2000. 

 
Invited Lecture, Northwestern University, February 2000 

 
Invited Lecture, Rutgers University, February 1999 
 
Distinguished Alumni Lecture, Franklin and Marshall College, October 

1998. 
 
Panel dedicated to assessing the contributions of my book From Tea 

Leaves to Opinion Polls, Midwest Political Science Association, 1998. 
 

Invited Lecture, Goteborg University, Sweden, May 1996. 
 
Guest scholar at ZUMA, Mannheim Germany, May 1996. 

 
Selected as the Department of Political Science's Outstanding Teacher for 

1988-1989 at ASU. 
 

Elected to Phi Beta Kappa, May 1980. 



 
 

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE 
 

Vanderbilt University (prior to being Chair of Political Science): 
Task Force on Faculty Hiring, 2007-08 
Chair, Speakers Committee, 2004-05, 2005-06 
Omnibus Search Committee, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2005-2007 
Member of College Promotion Committee, SARC, 2003-2005 
Freshman Advisor, 2001-2002 
Director of Graduate Studies 1996-2000 
Chair of Colloquia Committee, 1998-99,  
Member of Tenure Review Committee, 1995-96, 1996-97, 1997-98,  
 2001-2002  
External Review Committee, 1996-97 
Member of American Search Committee, 1997-98, 1999-2000, 2004-07 
Member of Theory Search Committee, 1997-98 
Chair of Search Committee for American Politics, 1995-96, 2000-01 
Member of Graduate Committee, 1995-1996 
Technology Committee, 1995-96 

   
Arizona State University: 
Chair of Search Committee for American Politics, 1994-95 
Chair of Search Committee for American Politics, 1990-91. 
Chair of Search Committee for Judicial, American and Minority Politics, 

1989-90. 
Elected Member of Advisory Committee to Chair, 1988-91, 1993-1994. 
Director of Data Lab at ASU, 1989-1992, 1993-1995. 
Graduate Committee, 1993-1994. 
Member of Search Committee for Comparative Politics, 1993-94. 
Member of Tenure Review Committee, 1992-93. 
Member of Search Committee for American Politics/Theory, 1988-89. 
ASU's Official Representative to ICPSR, 1987-92. 
Member of Search Committee for Political Methodology, 1987-88. 
Director of Data Lab at Princeton University, 1985-86. 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 

Graduate Faculty Council, 2010-11 
Search Committee for Dean of College of Arts and Science, 2008-09 



Promotion and Tenure Committee, College of Arts and Science, 2006-07, 
2007-08 

Frequent commentator to local and national press about public opinion, 
elections, campaigns, and presidential behavior.   I have worked 
with The New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, LA 
Times, USAToday, NPR, CBS Evening News, CNN Inside Politics, 
The O’Reilly Factor, NBC Evening News, Fox News, ABC’s This 
Week, The NEWSHOUR, and MSNBC.  Over the last 15 years, I 
have been interviewed over 1000 times by an array of media outlets. 

Frequent Speaker at Vanderbilt Alumni groups around the country about 
elections and public opinion. 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

  
Publications Committee, American Political Science Association, 2013-

2016. 
 
Search Committee for next editor of the JOP, 2012-13. 
 
Vice President, American Political Science Association section on 

Elections, Public Opinion, and Voting Behavior, 2010-12 (elected) 
 
Co-Chair, External Review Committee, BYU’s Political Science 

Department, November 2008 
 
Chair, External Review Committee, Rice University’s Political Science 

Department, April 2008 
 

Chair, Committee to Select Publisher of JOP, 2005-2007 
 
Executive Council for APSA Section: Elections, Public Opinion, and  

Voting Behavior, 2003-05 
 
Reviewed manuscripts for all the major journals in American politics 

(e.g. American Political Science Review, Journal of Politics, 
American Journal of Political Science).  Served as referee for 
grant proposals submitted to the National Science Foundation 
(NSF). Evaluated book manuscripts for various university presses 
(e.g. Cambridge, Chicago, Michigan, Princeton, Oxford). 

 



Chaired panels, served as Discussant, participated on Round Tables at 
over 50 conferences between 1986 and 2010.  American Political 
Science Association, Midwest Political Science Association, Southern 
Political Science Association, and Western Political Science 
Association.  

 
Served as outside reviewer for candidates for promotion to associate and 

to full professor, usually 4 to 5 per year with requests of 7 to 9. 
 

Editorial/Advisors Boards: 
 The Journal of Experimental Political Science 
 The Journal of Politics, 2009- 

Political Research Quarterly, 1993-96. 
 The Journal of Politics, 2001-05 
 Time Sharing Experiments for the Social Sciences (TESS), 2003-08 

 
Vice Chair, Task Force on Campaign Reform, Pew Charitable 

Trusts, Larry Bartels (Chair), 1997-98. 
 

Field Essay Editor for Political Research Quarterly, 1993-96.   
 

Chaired Doris Graber Book Award Committee, 2002. 
 
Section Head for SPSA ’02 on “Public Opinion.” 

 
Section Head for WPSA ‘95 on “Voting, Elections, Formal Theory, and 

Methodology.” 
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