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Education

1981	Ph.D. History, Duke University
1976	M.A. History, Duke University
1975	B.A. History, The Johns Hopkins University

Teaching Career

2003-		Holland N. McTyeire Professor of History, Vanderbilt University
2002-		Professor, Department of History, Vanderbilt University
1999-2002	Director, American Indian Program, Cornell University
1997-2002	Professor, Department of History, Cornell University
1994-95	Senior Fulbright Professor, Amerika-Institut, University of Munich
1987-96	Associate Professor, Department of History, Cornell University
1981-87	Assistant Professor, Department of History, Cornell University

Awards, Honors, and Fellowships

2019		Bard Graduate Center Research Fellowship (March-May)
2017	Keynote Speaker, Louisiana State Museum Symposium launching the Tricentennial of New Orleans, “France’s Big Gamble: The Legacy of the First Wave of Settlers, Enslaved People & Native Americans in Colonial Louisiana” (December 8)
2017		Bartram Trail Conference Keynote Address, Baton Rouge
2014-15	Newberry Library Consortium in American Indian Studies Fellowship
2014-15	Vanderbilt University Central Research Scholar Grant
2014-		Distinguished Lecturer of the Organization of American Historians
2014		Glenn R. Conrad Prize for best article on Louisiana history from any   
                        source published in calendar years 2012 and 2013, Louisiana Historical   
                        Association
2013		Mercer University Lamar Memorial Lectures
2011		University of North Carolina’s Michael D. Green Lecture
2011		Mayers Fellowship (June 2011), The Huntington Library, San Marino, CA
2010-11	President of the American Society for Ethnohistory
2010-11	Faculty Fellowship, Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities, 			Vanderbilt University 
2010		Ethel-Jane Westfeldt Bunting Fellowship (summer), School for Advanced 			Research, Santa Fe
2009		Richard S. Wells Lecture in Early American History, University of North 
                                   Carolina at Greensboro
2003-04	Los Angeles Times Distinguished Fellowship, The Huntington
2003	Howard F. Mahan Symposium Keynote Address, University of South Alabama, Mobile (March 13)
1999-2000	Faculty Fellowship, Society for the Humanities, Cornell University 
1999		Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures, University of Texas at				            Arlington
1998		Stephen and Margery Russell Distinguished Teaching Award, Cornell 			University
1994-95	J. William Fulbright Fellowship, University of Munich
1993		John H. Dunning Prize, American Historical Association (for a book on 			any subject relating to United States history)
1993		Williams Research Fellowship, The Historic New Orleans Collection
1991		General L. Kemper Williams Prize, Louisiana Historical Association (for 			best essay manuscript in Louisiana History)
1990		Jamestown Prize, Omohundro Institute of Early American History and 			Culture (for best book manuscript on American colonial history)
1987		Ray A. Billington Award, Western History Association (for best article on 		western history published in a journal other than the Western 			Historical Quarterly)
1987-88	American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship
1979-80	Pre-doctoral Fellowship, Center for the History of the American Indian, 
                                    The Newberry Library                               

Books

American Indians in Early New Orleans: From Calumet to Raquette (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2018)
Weaving Alliances with Other Women: Chitimacha Indian Work in the New South (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2015)
Indian Work: Language and Livelihood in Native American History (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2009)
American Indians in the Lower Mississippi Valley: Social and Economic Histories (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998)
Indians, Settlers, and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy: The Lower Mississippi Valley before 1783 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992) 
Indian SIA: The Social Impact Assessment of Rapid Resource Development on Native Peoples (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan School of Natural Resources, 1982), co-edited with Charles Geisler, Rayna Green, and Patrick West

Selected Articles

"Indians, Settlers, and Slaves on a Colonial Frontier: The Acadians among Other Peoples," Rethinking New Acadia: Recent Interpretations of the Acadians’ Dispersal and Arrival in Louisiana, ed. Michael S. Martin (Lafayette: University of Louisiana at Lafayette Press, 2019)

“Native Americans in French Colonial New Orleans, New Orleans, the Founding Era, ed.  Erin Greenwald (New Orleans: The Historic New Orleans Collection, 2018), 107-19
“American Indians in New Orleans before 1900,” New Orleans and the World, 1718-2018: Tricentennial Anthology, ed. Nancy Dixon (New Orleans: Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities, 2017), 12-16
 “’They Don’t Like Indian Around Here’: Chitimacha Struggles and Strategies for Survival in the Jim Crow South,” Native South 9(2016): 89-124
 “Rescuing Early America from Nationalist Narratives: An Intra-Imperial Approach to Colonial Canada and Louisiana,” Historical Reflections/Réflexions Historiques 40(Winter 2014), 1-19
“Weaving Material Objects and Political Alliances: The Chitimacha Indian Pursuit of Federal Recognition,” Native American and Indigenous Studies 1(Spring 2014), 25-48
“’A Savage Feast They Made of It’: John Adams and the Paradoxical Origins of Federal Indian Policy,” Journal of the Early Republic 33(Winter 2013), 607-41
“From Bayou Teche to Fifth Avenue: Crafting a New Market for Chitimacha Indian Baskets,” Journal of Southern History 79(May 2013), 339-74 [won the Louisiana Historical Association’s Glenn R. Conrad Prize for best article on Louisiana history from any source published in the calendar years 2012 and 2013]
“Colonial Projects and Frontier Practices: The First Century of New Orleans History,” chapter in Frontier Cities: Encounters at the Crossroads of Empires, eds. Adam Arenson, Barbara Berglund, and Jay Gitlin (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012), 27-45
“An Ethnohistory of Things: Or, How to Treat California’s Canastromania,” Ethnohistory 59(Summer 2012), 441-63
 “The Significance of the Gulf South in Early American History,” Coastal Encounters: Confrontations, Accommodations, and Transformations in the Eighteenth Century, ed. Richmond Brown (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2007), 13-30
“American Indians in Colonial New Orleans,” Powhatan’s Mantle: Indians in the Colonial Southeast, Revised and expanded edition, ed. Gregory Waselkov (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2006), 163-86
“Between Creoles and Yankees: The Discursive Representation of Colonial Louisiana in American History,” French Colonial Louisiana and the Atlantic World, ed. Bradley G. Bond (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2005), 1-21
“Remapping Boundaries in the Old Southwest, 1783-1795,” George Washington’s  South, eds. Warren Gregory O’Brien and Tamara Harvey (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2004), 23-41
 “Borderlands,” Blackwell Companion to Colonial American History, ed. Daniel Vickers (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 2003), 408-24
“‘The Facility Offered by the Country’: The Creolization of Agriculture in the Lower Mississippi Valley,” Creolization in the Americas, eds. David Buisseret and Steven G. Reinhardt (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2000), 13-36
 “Frontier Exchange and Cotton Production: The Slave Economy in Mississippi, 1796-1836,” Slavery & Abolition 20(April 1999), 24-37.
 “Indian-Black Relations in Colonial and Antebellum Louisiana,” Slave Cultures and the Cultures of Slavery, ed. Stephan Palmié (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1995), 145-61
“An American Indian Gateway: Some Thoughts on the Migration and Settlement of Eastern Indians around Early St. Louis,” Gateway Heritage 11(Winter 1990-91), 42-51
 “Isaac J. Cox,” Historians of the American Frontier: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook, ed. John R. Wunder (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1988), 213-26
“The Frontier Exchange Economy of the Lower Mississippi Valley in the Eighteenth Century,” William and Mary Quarterly 44(April 1987), 165-92 [won the Western History Association’s Ray A. Billington Award]
“American Indians on the Cotton Frontier: Changing Economic Relations with Citizens and Slaves in the Mississippi Territory,” Journal of American History 72(September 1985), 297-317
"A Cycle of Lowland Forest Efficiency: The Late Archaic-Woodland Economy of the Lower Mississippi Valley," Journal of Anthropological Research 39(Winter 1983): 433-44
 “From African Captivity to American Slavery: The Introduction of Black Laborers to Colonial Louisiana,” Louisiana History 20(Winter 1979), 25-48

Work in progress

“Native Homelands, Imperial Rivalries, and Contested Legacies in the Early South” (essay co-authored with Alejandra Dubcovsky), Rewriting Southern Histories, editors Lorri Glover and Craig Friend (Baton Rouge; Louisiana State University Press, in press)
“From Bayou Teche to Fifth Avenue: How Chitimacha Basket Diplomacy Saved an American Indian Nation” (book manuscript in progress)
“The Chitimacha Indians in Colonial Louisiana: Roots and Routes of a Petite Nation” (essay to be presented at 2019 meeting of the American Society for Ethnohistory)
"'A prospect of the grand sublime': The Louisiana-Florida Borderland Seen and Unseen by William Bartram" (key-note delivered at the Bartram Trail Conference, Baton Rouge, March 24-26, 2017, and to be published in proceedings)
 “Communicating Sovereignty in Balbancha: The Performance of Native American Diplomacy in Early New Orleans” (essay to be published in Indian Cities: Histories of Indigenous Urbanism, book resulting from a symposium in 2018-19 sponsored by New York University and the William R. Clements Center for Southwest Studies at Southern Methodist University)
“The Native South: Rethinking Slavery, Race, and Rights in American History” (three essays to be presented as the Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History at Louisiana State University in 2022)

Courses recently taught at Vanderbilt University

American Indian History, 1500-1850
American Indian History, 1850 to the Present
American Indians and the Environment
American History from Discovery to Revolution
Founding Generation
Graduate Readings in American History to the Civil War 
Graduate Seminar in Early American History
History of New Orleans
Indians in Eastern North America
Indigenous Peoples in the Cultural Imagination

Recent and current Vanderbilt University services

History Department Promotion Committee, 2018
Presenter, Indigenous Peoples’ Day event organized by NATIVe (Native American student organization), October 9, 2017
Lecturer, Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Vanderbilt Intellectual Sampler, April 25, 2017
History Department Undergraduate Prize Committee (Chair), 2016-17
Faculty Co-Advisor for NATIVe (student organization representing Native American 	issues & encouraging awareness of Native American & other Indigenous 	peoples), 2015-
History Department Search Committee, 2015-16
History Department Americanist Work-in-Progress Seminar, organizer, 2013-14
History Department Vanderbilt History Seminar Committee, 2012-14
Robert Penn Warren Center Executive Committee, 2012-14
History Department Promotion Committee (Chair), 2012-13
History Department 2-Year Review Committee, 2010-11
American Studies Advisory Board, 2009-present
History Department 4-Year Review Committee (Chair), 2009-10
History Department Promotion Committee, 2009-10
College of Arts and Science Curriculum Committee, 2008-10
Vanderbilt University Press Editorial Committee, 2008-11
History Department Graduate Studies Committee, 2008-09, 2010-14, 2015-16, 2017-18
History Department 2-Year Review Committee (Chair), 2007-08
Faculty supervisor, Habitat for Humanity Spring Break in New Orleans, March 5-9, 2007
Katrina Working Group, Center for the Americas, 2005-06
Search and Advisory Committee for Grants Resource Officer, College of Arts and Science, 2005-07
Chair, Department of History, 2004-07

Recent and current services outside Vanderbilt

Executive Council, Southern Historical Association, 2019-
Board of Directors, Louisiana Historical Association, 2018-
Organization of American Historians-National Park Service Scholars Roundtable and Site Visit, Jean Lafitte National Historical Park & Preserve and the New Orleans Jazz National Historical Park, May 14-16, 2018
Consultant for the Cultural Exchange Pavilion at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, 2018
Chair, Program and Local Arrangements Committees, American Society for Ethnohistory Annual Conference, Nashville, 2016
Chair, Glenn R. Conrad Prize Committee, Louisiana Historical Association, 2016-17
Editorial Board, "Indians and Southern History" book series at the University of Alabama Press
Advisory Committee, "New Orleans at 300" [Tri-centennial project co-sponsored by WWNO New Orleans Public Radio, The Historic New Orleans Collection, and the Ethel and Herman L. Midlo Center at the University of New Orleans], 2015-
Reader, Harvard University's Radcliffe Fellowship Program, 2015
Reviewer, Newberry Library Consortium of American Indian Studies Graduate Student Fellowships, 2014-15
Reviewer, ACLS New Faculty Fellows Program, 2012-13
Reader-Advisor for fellow’s book-in-progress workshop, The McNeil Center for Early American Studies, University of Pennsylvania, February 3-4, 2012
President and Past-President of the American Society for Ethnohistory, 2010-12
Chair, H. L. Mitchell Award Committee, Southern Historical Association, 2010-12
Ad Hoc Committee for Tenure Review at Columbia University, 2010
Chair of Outside Committee for NEH Postdoctoral Fellowship Competition, Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, 2009
Nominating Committee, Southern Historical Association, 2009-10
Faculty Liaison Committee, Newberry Consortium in American Indian Studies, The Newberry Library, 2009-16
Editorial Board, Native South, 2009-present
Presenter, National Endowment for the Humanities Landmarks of American History and Culture Workshop, The Hermitage (Andrew Jackson’s estate), 2008-10
Organizer and Presenter for nearly 30 Teaching American History Programs across the United States, 1999-2013
