Phil 3615.01
Philosophy and Film: Hitchcock
Professor Kelly Oliver
Spring 2018
Wednesdays 2:10-4:40 Furman 209


Office Hours: Furman 103, Wednesdays 1:00-2:00, or by appointment
Kelly.Oliver@Vanderbilt.Edu
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Course Description:
 “In America, you call him Hitch. In France, we call him Monsieur Hitchcock. In America, you respect him because he shoots scenes of love as if they were scenes of murder. We respect him because he shoots scenes of murder like scenes of love.” --François Truffaut

Alfred Hitchcock shaped the history of cinema. His films vividly put on display deep-seated anxieties, fears, and desires we share. In this course, we will examine some of the themes that run throughout Hitchcock’s work, including betrayal, knowledge, loyalty, redemption, neurosis, anxiety, mistaken identity, and the relationship between sex and gender. We will read critical works on Hitchcock that span the disciplines of philosophy, film theory, psychoanalysis, and gender studies. Films will be screened outside of class, OR you can watch them on your own. We will discuss the following Hitchcock films: Rebecca (1940), Spellbound (1945), Notorious (1946), Rope (1948), Strangers on a Train (1951), Rear Window (1954), To Catch a Thief (1955), Vertigo (1958), North by Northwest (1959), Psycho (1960), The Birds (1963), and Marnie (1964).

Required Texts:
Books Available at the Vanderbilt Bookstore:
1. Paglia, The Birds. 
2. Modleski, The Women Who Knew Too Much: Hitchcock and Feminist Theory.
3. Deutelbaum & Poague, A Hitchcock Reader (2nd ed.) 
All readings marked (BS) should be downloaded from Brightspace and printed out.

Grades and Course Requirements: 
Each student is expected to attend every class prepared to participate in class discussion having read the assigned texts and watched the assigned film. Brings the texts to class. Each student will give one in-class presentation (15 minutes); presentation topics will be assigned. Each student will turn in a midterm take-home exam (5 pages) on topics distributed in advance. Each student will turn in a final paper (10 pages) on topics distributed in advance. Instructions for take-home exams and final papers will be distributed with the topics and discussed in class. 
Presentation Instructions: Students will create a one page handout that covers, thoroughly and with direct references to the article, one topic or issue brought up in the assigned reading that is important, intriguing, troubling, etc. (bring 15+ copies). The handout must include two questions for discussion. The assignment is not to summarize the article. Instead, draw out one thread from the reading and pursue it carefully, directing us toward novel questions along the way. 
Grade Breakdown
Attendance and Active Participation: 10%
Presentation: 10% 
Midterm Paper (5 pages): 30% 
Final Paper: (10 pages): 50%

General Policies and Expectations:

· Please note that students will not be allowed to use their portable electronic devices (laptops, e-readers or I-phones) during class.

· Attendance is mandatory, and lateness will be recorded. Students are allowed two unexcused absences before their grades are impacted.
· Students should come to class every day the class meets; they should complete the assigned reading and should see the assigned film before coming to class; they should bring the assigned text to class; they should be willing to read out loud passages from the text; follow Vanderbilt’s Honor Code which requires them to be responsible for their written work, meaning that both the ideas and the form in which those ideas are expressed be their own, and that they give written credit to sources used to develop those ideas.

· Plagiarism on an assigned paper, theme, report, or other material submitted to meet course requirements is a serious violation of the Honor Code. It is cause for disciplinary action that could result in failure in the course, and suspension, or expulsion from the University. Plagiarism is defined as incorporating into one's own work the work or ideas of another without properly indicating that source. 

· A full discussion of plagiarism and proper citation can be found at the following website address: http://www.vanderbilt.edu/student_handbook/Honor_System.htm.  

· Please take a minute to familiarize yourself with the Honor Code and with the University policy regarding plagiarism.

· Please take advantage of the Vanderbilt Writing Studio: https://www.vanderbilt.edu/writing/
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