What if Alice was a Refugee in Wonderland? 
Professor Robert Barsky, College or Arts and Sciences; Law School

This course reviews the Great Tradition of Western literature imagining that central characters faced challenges that are similar to those confronted by refugees in the contemporary world. I will discuss everything from the Bible to Alice in Wonderland, from Greek tragedies to Los Vegas representations of them, from Dickens’ Christmas Carol to Aeschlus Suppliant Maidens. Did Scrooge suffer similar anxieties to those experienced by Latin American migrants who trust their fate to coyotes? Do those who try to help people escape war-torn countries face challenges that resemble those facing Moses as he tries to imagine convincing the people of Israel to flee Egypt? The answers and concordances are surprising!
The broad objective of this course is to provide a general overview of the complex dynamics of border crossing, writ large, from a humanistic perspective, and to integrate works from the Great Tradition to help illuminate underlying issues. We will examine admission, adjudication and integration of migrants, as well as the arrest, incarceration and deportation of vulnerable migrant populations, particularly refugees and undocumented people in the United States. NO legal training or knowledge of the migration or refugee processes are required.
The legal work will be complemented by constant assessment of the narrative and literary issues that emerge as migrants encounter officials from the host country, with examples from the contemporary era, storytelling, and from canonical fictional works. The student will thus acquire a strong understanding of border crossing in regards to such issues as self-representation, narrative, intercultural communication, translation, narrative analysis, and the challenges of representing ourselves in language, with reference to both legal and literary examples. 
As the founding editor of the international border-crossing journal AmeriQuests, I also encourage students to publish something relating to their work for the course. There are lots of opportunities, including book reviews, notes, or commentaries on border-crossing issues.

[bookmark: _GoBack]No legal/law experience is at all necessary
 
Readings
There is one border-crossing textbook for the class, called Law of Refugee Status, by James Hathaway. This is a basic handbook, and it is remarkably readable and even enjoyable to read. It helps to have a book of this depth as a point of reference, and I’ll work through crucial issues for the course, using it as a helpful touchstone. For the literary side, all of the many canonical texts are available online, and links are provided in each section of the class.
	


1. Introduction and overview of the class
 
2. Foundations of Refugee Law: Ariel Dorfman 
An overview of foundational international migration documents, and the practical tools needed to identify and interpret state obligations related to forced migration. We will also consider the bases for this kind of law with reference to various definitions of the limits of state action. The literary text this week is “Death and the Maiden”, an excellent text/play/film that can help us to consider what an artistic rendering of this realm can accomplish. During the semester, we’ll come back it as a touchstone for our work. We will also introduce our first example, being the flight of peoples from Eritrea, and the excellent documentary of the week will put many of the major questions to the forefront.

Readings
Geneva Convention (1951), Handbook, and Protocol (1967). It’s very useful to examine the history of how these documents came into being, a history that is available at http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/1951-refugee-convention.html.
Law of Refugee Status, Introduction
Polanski’s film (and/or Dorfman’s play): “Death and the Maiden”, available at http://vanderbilt.edu/olli/class-materials/Death_and_the_Maiden_script.pdf.
 
3. Basic Concepts of Forced Migration: Lewis Carroll, Franz Kafka, Exodus and the Bible
We will overview basic concepts of regular and forced migration, including the causes of flight. This will be comprised of the notional and historic framework of migration, forced migration, leading up to efforts post-WWII to address massive flows of displaced, stateless, and undocumented peoples. We will also look at the seminal examples from Kafka, and from Exodus, for profound insights about movement and change.
 
Readings
Law of Refugee Status, Introduction and Chapter 1.
Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland. http://www.gutenberg.org/files/11/11-h/11-h.htm 
Bible, Exodus: http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0203.htm 
Franz Kafka, The Trial, translated by David Wyllie. http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/7849/pg7849-images.html; “The Great Wall of China. http://johnstoniatexts.x10host.com/kafka/greatwallofchinahtml.html 

4. Theories of Migration; Literature and law: John Milton
Theories of migration: moving beyond the pull and push factors. International relations and migration, the movement of labor forces, cultural encounters, and the multicultural, melting pot and communities of migrants that are the inevitable result. Amazingly enough, many of these issues are addressed in the monumental masterpiece “Paradise Lost”, which bears special attention for this course.
 
Readings
John Milton, Paradise Lost:
 https://www.poetryfoundation.org/search?query=paradise+lost
 
5. The UNHCR & the OIM: H. G. Wells         
The rise of the UNHCR and he OIM: Who is a refugee? Who isn’t? On what grounds? Refugee definitions, different standards of recognition, International and national forms of protection. Possible arguments derived from ethics and philosophy in favor of protecting refugees. The literary example, by H.G. Wells, give a powerful example of “humanity at sea”, in which a suffering person encounters an authority which in the first instance provides protection, but then casts him back out to sea in ways that reflect current actions in the Mediterranean, and around Australia.
 
Readings
H.G. Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau. http://www.gutenberg.org/files/159/159-h/159-h.htm 

6.  Self-Representation; Mikhail Bakhtin: Franz Kafka
So much of what border crossing entails involves the linguistic representation of the self. What stories vulnerable migrants tell, their manner of narrating, and the ideas they communicate is at the very heart of the refugee determination claim. There is very interesting work that has been done on language theory that applies to this situation, and Bakhtin in particular helps illuminate this crucial area of work. The challenges of representing ourselves in language, with regards to such notions as dialogism, answerability, situatedness, chronotope, speech genres, heteroglossia, polyglossia and the social discourse within which they are created. Translation versus interpretation.

Readings:
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/instree/refugeehandbook.pdf
Mikhail Bakhtin, “Author and Hero in Aesthetic Activity” pages 4-114, in Art and Answerability. U of Texas P, 1990. Available on-line to read or download via the library. Go to the Acorn catalogue, and click on online resource, which will bring you here: http://site.ebrary.com/lib/vanderbilt/detail.action?docID=10439448

7. Feminism and Law: Émile Zola and Henry Vizetelly 
Feminist analysis of the 1951 Convention, especially in regards to the refugee definition (well-founded fear). Is fear an objective standard expressing the likelihood of present or future persecution? How to prove the well-founded character of the fear? What is the role of “credibility” in refugee determination? What are the implicit biases of proving credibility, particularly in cases involving gender persecution? Are women escaping domestic violence protected? And finally, what can we learn about a society by examining its laws regarding censorship, that is, controlling behaviors, texts and other artifacts deemed dangerous, polluting or 'filthy'?

Readings
“Convergences” and “Economic Man, Literary Woman” https://scholarship.law.georgetown.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1644&context=facpub; National Vigilance Association's Pernicious Literature http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupname?key=National%20Vigilance%20Association%20(Great%20Britain).
 
8. Confessions; Fyodor Dostoevsky                         
Confessions in law and in literature. Analysis of the 1951 Convention especially the refugee definition. Grounds for claims of persecution). Race, religion, nationality, political opinion, belonging to a particular social group –  can the meaning of these expressions be pinned down? When does a ‘hearing’ become a confession? What can literature tell us about the vicissitudes of any kind of hearing, and in particular one involving Convention refugees or undocumented people? How can confessions help us better understand the plight of people forced to cross borders? The example will be Syrian refugee deaths on Europe’s borders, and the reporting thereof.
 
Readings
Scenes from Dostoevsky's The Idiot (https://projectdblog.wordpress.com/2011/03/27/isnt-it-possible-to-eat-me-without-demanding-that-i-praise-that-which-has-eaten-me

9. Undocumented, Sans-Papiers, “Illegal”: Aeschylus
From fight to flight and from the brutality of home to the intermediaries at the border: The Plight of the Undocumented Person. Contrasts between current technologies aimed at detecting “illegal” migration and those aimed to facilitate migration for the privileged classes. Credibility, gender differences in determining claims, torture, posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and evidence. The literary example, by Aeschylus, is a particularly dramatic mise-en-scène of an encounter between desperate migrants and an authority figure who is reluctant to offer protection.

Readings
Aeschylus, The Suppliants, Translated by E. D. A. Morshead. http://classics.mit.edu/Aeschylus/suppliant.html 
 
10. Integration, US/Canada: Charles Dickens, Aeschylus
From “Illegals” to Citizens
What are some of the possible remedies for all of the injustices that have been described in this course? Where can we look, in terms of law but also discretion or arbitrary actions to resist injustices? Who can vulnerable migrants trust as they seek due process under the Convention and the Protocol? The Great Tradition of literature contains many characters in whom main characters are expected to trust, as a means of salvation. One of the most poignant examples is Marley, in Dickens Christmas Carol, who offers himself up as a reluctant intermediary, in the hope of finding truth, and eternal rest.

Readings
Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol: https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/pdf/passage/2824/a-christmas-carol-002-stave-i.pdf
 
11. Mary Shelley's Frankenstein
In some ways the entire course can be encapsulated in the amazing text of Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley. Given the recent anniversary of its publication, and by way of concluding, I suggest that we return to that story of alpine climes and ghost stories, for it will allow us to reflect upon so many classes of refugees, including climate refugees, refugees as 'monsters', criminal seekers of asylum, political resistance and the flight of those who seek safety after confrontation with authorities.

Readings 
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein. https://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/s/shelley/mary/s53f/ 

12. Conclusions and class presentations

