FAQ, updated August 15, 2018
Common Questions about the History and Law, History and Society Major. Also see the History Department web page at http://as.vanderbilt.edu/history
Can I count my AP U.S. History credit AND a U.S. survey course toward my major?

Yes.  AP U.S. History credit is not equivalent to HIST 1390, 1400, 1410, or 1420.  You may receive credit for both the AP and any of the four courses listed above. You must have a 4 or 5 on the AP exam to get AP credit.

Can I count my AP European History credit AND HIST 1350 or 1360?

Yes. AP European History credit is not equivalent to HIST 1350 or 1360.  You may receive credit for both the AP and any other European history course. You must have a 4 or 5 on the AP exam to get AP credit.

Can either my AP credit or IB credit count toward my 15 hours of concentration?

No, AP or IB credit only counts as an elective – not toward an area of concentration.

For the History Minor can I count AP credit?

Yes, if you receive a 4 or 5 on the AP exam. The AP European History, AP U.S. History, and the AP World History exam may count toward the minor. Only three hours of AP credit are allowed toward the minor. 

May I take a course counting toward my major P/F?

No.  Students cannot register P/F for a course in their major or minor. 

How do I access my audit?

Log on to YES and access your audit there.

Can I ask for a “variance” for the AXLE designation of a course?

No. Each course filed through the Curriculum Committee is given only one AXLE designation.  Courses (such as HIST 3890 Special Topics) that do not go through Curriculum Committee do not have an AXLE designation.   

Whom should I contact if my credits toward my major are not going in the right column on my audit?

Please email Office of Academic Services, arts-sci-records@vanderbilt.edu .
Do I have to take a capstone in my area of concentration? No.

Can a capstone course count for both my capstone and in my area of concentration? Yes. If your capstone course is one of the five courses in your area you will likely need to take another history elective to fulfill the 30 hours in history.
How do I know how many electives I need (6-12 credit hours)? This varies from student to student.  You must have 30 hours in history. Your audit should show if you have AP credit, credit from study abroad, etc. Included in the 30 hours must be: HIST 3000W, five courses in your area, and a HIST 4960 capstone course.

Whom should I contact if my pre-approved transfer credits are not counting toward my major?

Please email Office of Academic Services, arts-sci-records@vanderbilt.edu . Note that you must follow the procedures set by the A&S College for coursework taken elsewhere. Follow instructions on this page Transfer Credit Course Review.
Whom should I contact if my study abroad credits from an approved Vanderbilt Study Abroad program are not counting toward my major?

Please contact the Office of Academic Services, arts-sci-records@vanderbilt.edu . If your courses show up on your audit but you want a course to count in your area of concentration you will have to email Professor Lauren Clay, the Director of Undergraduate Studies, for a variance.
How do I sign up for an Independent Study?

Students must sign up for an Independent Study prior to the end of change period during registration. First, consult with the professor you want to work with.  Pick up a “Contract for Registration in Independent/Directed Study Courses” in the history office, Benson Hall, room 227. Fill out the form with the professor you will be working with, bring the signed form to the history office in person and Mrs. Welch will register you through YES for this course. 

How do I sign up for an Internship?

The department of history has only one established Internship program through the Belle Meade Plantation.  Please contact Richard Blackett for information about this internship.

All other internships should be discussed with Dean Yollette Jones prior to getting approval from the department of history. Please see http://as.vanderbilt.edu/history/undergraduate/special.php 

How do I apply to the Honors Program?

Every junior History, Econ-History, and LHS major with an overall GPA of 3.3 or higher is invited to apply to the Honors program mid-September.  For more information link to: http://as.vanderbilt.edu/history/undergraduate/honors.php
If I am accepted to the Honors Program do those credits count toward my area of concentration (HIST 3980, 4980, 4981, 4999), or toward elective credits?

These courses can count toward your area of concentration. However, you will have to ask the Director of the Honors program for an individual variance for these to show up properly on your audit.

Who answers questions about the Interdisciplinary Economics and History major?

Please contact Professor Cowie or link to the web page here: https://as.vanderbilt.edu/econ/undergraduate/econ-history-major.php. To sign up for the major see Mrs. Welch, Benson Hall, room 227.
What courses from other departments count toward my major?

Please see the current Undergraduate Catalog pages for the History and Law, History and Society major.  The courses we accept toward each area of concentration are listed on these pages. You may also see these courses each registration period in YES under the “Eligible for History” drop down menu.  
I want to request credit for a course not listed under the History or Law, History and Society major, who do I contact?

Please contact the Director of Undergraduate Studies for a “variance” request.  You will have to supply a copy of the syllabus for evaluation.

How do HIST 1001 courses count?

HIST 1001 courses will count as one-credit hour of elective toward the history major. This course will not count toward an area of concentration. 

