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Stanford University
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Encourage excellence in language teaching, Establish and maintain performance standards,
Provide professional enhancement activities for the teaching staff, Develop a research
program about language teaching and learning

“The mission of the CLA Language Center is to advance second language, literature, culture,
and linguistics education by providing leadership in integrating technology with instruction
and learning in the College, the University, the state of Minnesota, and beyond.”

“Our mission is to promote the study of diverse cultures across many different languages
studied and spoken at Duke and the surrounding community.”

“Our mission is to connect, support, and empower language learners and teachers.”

“Our mission is to connect, support, and empower language learners and teachers.”

A high percentage of students enroll in language
courses after fufulling the language requirement.
Language course enrollment declined over the
past ten academic years; this is believed to be
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Stanford’s Language Center focuses on
ensuring language courses are satisfactory to
national standards, as opposed to providing
services/programs that supplement
coursework — almost as if they manage all
language courses.
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SUPPORT FOR INSTRUCTORS

CONSORTIA PROGRAMS

EVENTS THAT PROMOTE
LANGUAGE STUDY 

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

NON-TRADITIONAL
LANGUAGE COURSES

There is a clear emphasis on wanting
to support instructors in many
aspects. Some examples include
workshops, roundtables, technology
and equipment borrowing, research
grants, and more.

Consortia programs are especially
popular for the Less Commonly
Taught Languages (LCTLs). Students
are able to learn a language that isn’t
taught at their school but is at a
neighboring one.

Hosting language-focused and/or
cultural events that engage both
students and the broader community is 
a major trend. Whether they’re smaller
events planned by student organizations

or large ones organized by the
language center, these are crucial
to encourage interest in language
and culture.

Experiential learning is already
inherently a part of Languages
Across the Curriculum and
Language for a Specific Purpose
courses, but some schools even
take it a bit further with programs
that encourage community
engagement and feature short trips
in preparation for study abroad.

Many of our peer institutions offer
either Language Across the
Curriculum courses, Language for a
Specific Purpose courses, or both.
These programs allow students to
improve their language skills while
taking classes that they’re already
interested in/were planning to take.

Also common are courses and/or
workshops specifically for graduate
students to prepare them.
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“The mission of the Vanderbilt Center for Languages is to support the teaching and
learning of languages, to connect across disciplines through the study of languages, and to
pioneer the integration of language in the residential communities at Vanderbilt.”
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https://sites.duke.edu/languagecenter/community/language-clubs/
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