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e Mentors: Julien Ayroles and Joshua Akey 2017-current
Ph.D. in Ecology, Duke University

e Mentors: Jenny Tung and Susan Alberts 2011-2017
B.S. in Ecology and Evolution, University of California: Los Angeles

e Mentors: Daniel Blumstein and Robert Wayne 2005-2009
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Fellowships and awards (since 2011)

Helen Hay Whitney Foundation, Postdoctoral Fellowship 2018-2021
NSF Directorate for Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences, Postdoctoral

Fellowship (declined for HHWF fellowship) 2018
Finalist for the Life Sciences Research Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship 2017
Duke University, Biology Department Research Fellowship 2016
Finalist for the Regeneron Prize for Creative Innovation (1 of 2 proposals chosen

from Duke University for national competition) 2015
National Evolutionary Synthesis Center and Triangle Center for Evolutionary

Medicine, Graduate Student Fellowship 2015
Duke University, Summer Research Fellowship 2014
Duke University, James B. Duke Fellowship 2011-2015



National Science Foundation, Graduate Research Fellowship 2011-2014

Research grants and awards

International Society for Evolution, Medicine, and Public Health, Travel Award: $500 2015
National Science Foundation, Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant: $20000 2014
Leakey Foundation, Research Grant: $15000 2014
Duke University, International Dissertation Research Travel Award: $2000 2014

Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution, Young Investigator Travel Award: $1500 2013

Duke University, Biology and Evolutionary Anthropology Departments Grants in Aid of
Research: $1000 each 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015

Sigma Xi, Grant-in-Aid of Research: $1000 2012

Conference presentations

The American Society of Human Genetics: Uncovering the evolutionary history of

the Turkana, a desert pastoralist tribe (Poster) upcoming
Animal Behavior Society: To what degree do evolutionary and developmental

mismatch affect adult health in the Turkana people? (Invited symposium talk) 2019
The American Society of Human Genetics: Genetic and environmental effects

disrupt molecular co-regulation (Talk) 2018
The Biology of Genomes: Genome-wide quantification and prediction of DNA
methylation-dependent regulatory activity (Poster) 2017
The International Primatological Society: Early adversity in wild baboons: molecular

and demographic insights into human aging (Invited symposium talk) 2016
The Biology of Genomes: A high-throughput, experimental method for quantifying

the effects of enhancer methylation on gene expression (Poster) 2016
The Biology of Genomes: A flexible, binomial mixed effects model for differential

DNA methylation analysis (Poster) 2015
The International Society for the Study of Evolutionary Medicine and Public Health:

Diet influences DNA methylation in a wild primate (Poster) 2015
Society for the Study of Evolution: Resource abundance influences DNA methylation

in a wild primate (Talk) 2014
The Biology of Genomes: Resource abundance influences DNA methylation in a

wild primate (Poster) 2014
Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution: Social and nutritional effects on

DNA methylation in a wild primate (Poster) 2013

American Genetic Association: Characterizing major histocompatibility complex
genetic variation in yellow-bellied marmots (Poster) 2011



Invited seminars and presentations

Duke University, Social and Behavioral Determinants of Health Meeting: Urban

environments alter cardio-metabolic health in the Turkana people 2019
Wake Forest University, Department of Biology: Evolution and mechanisms of

plasticity in wild baboons 2017
UC Conservation Genomics Consortium, Conservation and Gene Expression

Workshop: Statistical analysis of DNA methylation data 2016
Princeton University, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology: Early life

effects in wild baboons 2015
University of Pennsylvania, Department of Psychology: Evolutionary and mechanistic
explanations for early life effects 2015
East Carolina University, Department of Biology: Social and ecological effects on

DNA methylation in a wild primate 2014
Duke University, Epigenetics and Epigenomics Symposium: Ecology influences

DNA methylation in wild baboons 2014
Teaching and mentoring

Mentor to Princeton University Quantitative and Computational Biology graduate

student (Yushi Tang, rotating in the Ayroles lab) 2019
Teaching assistant, Duke University Department of Biology: Behavioral Ecology 2017
Mentor to two Duke University undergraduate students (Yingying Zhang: honors

thesis and Meghana Rao: honors thesis, Faculty Scholars Award) 2015-2017
Duke University, Evolutionary Anthropology Department Undergraduate

Mentorship Grant 2015, 2016
Guest lecturer, Duke University Program in Computational Biology and

Bioinformatics: Statistical Methods in Computational Biology 2015
Teaching assistant, Duke University Department of Evolutionary Anthropology:

Primate Disease Ecology 2014
Teaching assistant, Duke University Department of Evolutionary Anthropology:

Primate Field Biology 2013
Teaching assistant, UCLA Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology:

Introduction to Marine Biology 2010
Outreach and service

Princeton University, Representative to the “Committee on Climate for All” 2019-2020
(focused on promoting and sustaining diversity)

Duke University, Biology Department Steering Committee Member 2014-2015
Women and Mathematics Mentoring Program Member 2013-2015
Duke University, Behavior and Morphology Seminar Series Organizer 2013-2015



Lowe’s Grove Middle School Guest Speaker 2013, 2014, 2015

North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences Guest Speaker 2013
Duke University, Science Education Outreach Grant Recipient 2012, 2013
Duke University, Community Outreach Committee Member 2012-2013
Duke University, Representative to the Graduate Student Council 2012-2013
YMCA, Youth Development Guest Speaker 2011

Reviewer for: Molecular Ecology, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Behavioral
Ecology and Sociobiology, Animal Behaviour, The Leakey Foundation, Swiss National Science
Foundation, American Journal of Physical Anthropology, Behavioral Ecology, Ibis, Animal
Cognition, Ethology, Behaviour, Developmental Sciences, Science of the Total Environment



